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April 8, 2004

H. Gunner Deery, MD

Chairperson, Infection Control Committee
Northern Michigan Hospital

416 Connable Street

Petoskey, Michigan 49770

Dear Dr. Deery:

I am writing regarding your letter to the editor in the April 2, 2004, Petoskey News Review.

In your letter, you state: “At no time did any report indicate that we have a problem with our
infection rates.” Will you please then explain your May 21, 2003, infection control memo?

The statements in my guest editorial were taken directly from the meeting minutes of the NMH
Infection Control Committee, which you chair. The minutes said that NMH’s hospital blood
stream infection rate, urinary tract infection rate, and ventilator associated infect rate had
increased. The minutes stated the hospital’s blood stream infection rate was “the highest rate we
have ever had” in the first quarter of 2003. After the hospital was able to achieve its lowest
urinary tract infections rate ever in 2002, the committee saw a “significant increase” in the
infection rate in the first quarter of 2003. The committee noted an “upward trend” in the
ventilator associated infection rates “has been occurring in the last two quarters.”

The Hospital should make public its Infection Control Committee meeting minutes from 2003
until the present. In addition, as you indicated in the May 2003 meeting minutes, the committee
was taking steps to address the rising infection rates. What are the steps you have taken, and

what have the results been?

I look forward to receiving a full picture from you about the hospital’s infection control rates and
program.

Member of Congress
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